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Hmm…
your 
ranking 
has really 
slipped 
hasn’t it?

I wasn’t 
slacking!
I tried 
my best, 
really!!

Cause 
everyone 
else is 
higher…?

Then why is 
your ranking 
so low?!

Almost
Reality

TANAKA CHIKAI



Hey Mom! 
Is there 
anything 
you’d like 
for your 
birthday 
this year?

See you 
again 
next week!

Welcome back, 
Granny! 
Did you 
have fun 
at the day 
service?

Oh I did, 
yes, it was 
delightful! 
They ran me 
a bath 
and 
even called 
me for lunch

I feel like the 
Devil himself 
will punish me 
if I keep going 
to such a lovely 
place… 
Heh, thanks 

Doesn’t 
matter 
what it is! 
I’ll save up 
aaaaall my 
allowance 
for it!

Aww, 
that’s 
so kind 
of you!

Hmm… 
how 
about 
100% 
on your 
test?!

Uhhh… 
how about 
something 
that 
I can get 
with cash?



`Summer 
Self-Research 
Project', eh? 
Alright, 
I’ll help 
you out

You shouldn’t be 
doing all of the 
  work for him, 
    you know

Okay, 
okay

Ren! 
Come to 
your father’s 
room!

Oh! ‘An 
Illustrated 
Guide to 
Dangerous 
Animals’

How is it? 
Learnin' 
anything 
interesting?

Does it say 
what the most 
dangerous animal 
on earth is?

Girls.

Let’s start 
with 
the basics

I…
I think 
I wanna 
do this on 
my own 
instead…

What is Self-Research? 

Thinking about 
the everyday questions

In pursuit of ‘Why?’

Coming!

Daaad! 
Channel 
8!!!



It was great weather 
for the sports festival 
today, wasn’t it Mei?

Hey, 
wanna see 
some 
pictures 
of me 
and my 
friends?

Daaaaad! 
There’s 
a spider 
in my room!!

Where?

There’s 
nothing 
there

Waaaah~ 
I can’t study, 
 I’m too 
 scared!

You can’t 
study even 
when you 
aren’t 
scared!!!

Ahhhh!

These 
are 
normal

You don’t 
have any 

normal 
photos 

do you?

Yup

Oh, 
let me 
see!



Oi! 
You haven’t 
read the book 
I bought you!!

How many 
times do 
I have to tell 
you!?!!!

She’s been 
going for 
over 
40 minutes 
today…

Oh, 
she’s 
done?

Bathroom 
break

If you don’t 
like it, 
you can 
just stop!!!

Is that 
clear?!! 
Do you 
understand 
what I’m 
saying to 
you?!?!

Words.

Huh? You 
expect me 
to believe 

you finished 
it already

?!?!?!

Go on, 
tell me 

something 
that was 

in the book 
then! 

Quickly!!!



Brrrr, it’s 
freeeeezing 
again today!

Oh Granny, 
it’s already 
winter, huh?

Let’s take it easy 
inside, okay? 

We wouldn’t 
want you to 

go outside 
and catch 

a cold

That’s true… 
The day service 
is closed until 
spring too

Eh?!

Mom’s down 
with a cold 
so help clean up 
after you’re 
done eating

Aww, 
look at 
you two! 
You’re such 
great kids

You 
should be 
helping too, 
you know!

Okay

I- sorry

Say 
‘ah!’

Oh yes



Workin’ 
hard, 
huh?

We should 
leave him 
to it

It looks like Ren 
didn’t do too 

well in the 
mock 

exam…

How is 
he doing?

Ah, you tried 
your best 

but it didn’t 
work out in 

the end, 
eh? 

Wonder 
why that 

was…

He’s pretty 
upset 
about it

He’s taking 
extra lessons 

for the 
National 

Mock 
Exams

DNA

I know, I know 



Say, what 
do you think 

of Dad’s 
carer job?

I don’t think 
it’s bad. 
Maybe it’s 
something 
I could do too

Bad dream… 
I wanna sleep here 
tonight!

Oh Ren, hehe. 
Next year 
you’ll be 
in junior high, 
you know

Ugh, 
Mooooom! 
Just let it go, 
I’m SORRY…

Ren? 
What’s 
wrong?

Oh, really?! 
Being a carer 
is for sure 
a great job

Yeah, like, 
even you 
can do it 

Shiver, Shiver, 
shivershiver


